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 Good morning, good afternoon or good evening whenever you find
yourself listening to this recording. I appreciate you taking the time
to do that.
 This is the first “Easter Sunday” I can remember in my 65 years that I
will not be in a church building to celebrate the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
 We believe in and find real hope in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ 365 days a year. But, still the one Sunday that we set aside to
especially remember this glorious resurrection truth has always been
very special for me. I still remember many of them.
 I can even vaguely recall some memories of those days decades ago
when my sisters got new Easter dresses with big bows in the back
and had their heads topped-off with “pie-pan” looking Easter hats.
We boys got new suits with little bowties and new shoes that we
would only wear to church the rest of the year after their first use on
Easter Sunday. We all dressed special for this special day each year.
 I had a few flashes of emotion, maybe sadness, that this year, trying
to be wise and to love others well, I will not be going to a church
building to attend an Easter Service at church with others.
 However, as I have contemplated Easter 2020—celebrating
Resurrection Sunday, with calls for “social distancing,” instead of
sadness growing at what feels like loss, my spirit is filled with
excitement about what God could do in my heart and yours on this,
the Easter Sunday when we didn’t “go to church.”
 We elders talked for some time by means of Zoom about what God
would have us do for this Resurrection Sunday. I say “talked,” but
you know how loud my voice can get even just on Sundays in
sermons—so, “we strongly discussed it” might be a better
description.
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 Before we prayed for you and people around the world, we came to
the conclusion that we would try to celebrate this Resurrection
Sunday differently on purpose. We would try to use it in a way that
reminded us all of the truth that we certainly know but sometimes,
in our comfortable routines, practically forget.
 An early deacon in the Jerusalem church, Stephen, spoke bravely to
men who were about to stone him to death. He reminded them that
their “normal” sacredly held practices of worship were ultimately
not the worship itself. They were but the settings and the
circumstances for potential worship that comes from the heart.
 Stephen was standing in the very city where the Jewish Temple had
stood for centuries. The building and ceremonies, the accoutrements
connected with worship had, by Stephen’s time, become equated to
being the worship to many who listened to him preach that day.
 So Stephen, referring first to the Jewish Tabernacle and then to the
beautiful Solomon’s Temple designed by God, preached: “… the
Most High does not live in houses made by men. As the prophet
says: ‘Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool. What kind of
house will you build for me? Or where will my resting place be? Has
not my hand made all these things?’”
 I know you know this reality already but it is easier than we think to
begin to rely on the “stuff” we are used to connecting with
worshipping as being our worship. It is not. Worship is a heart
matter.
 My spirit is filled with excitement because this Resurrection Sunday
we have been given the gift of an uncontrived opportunity to think
about our worship from a different perspective than we have gotten
used to. Much of our stuff of worship is “peeled away” this year.
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 We elders debated the necessity and also the wisdom of providing
the FBC body with a digital replacement for what is “normal” and
comfortable for us—an Easter church service. Many churches are
choosing to do this and we certainly could do the same.
 However, we decided to ask you instead to think through how you
would choose to worship God on this Resurrection Sunday when it
seems, of all Sundays, we feel like we ought to be “in church.”
 On the www.fbccs.org website there are some suggested ideas for
“Worshipping Him.” They are there only if you want or need them.
 In a moment I am going to hush my words and begin to read a long
portion of God’s Word from John’s Gospel. It will be the entire
section leading up to and then telling about Jesus’ death, burial and
glorious resurrection.
 I have included a video/song that God has put on my heart of
worship for him this day. It may or may not be on yours.
 If you are with others, whether with one, two, or twenty by digital
connection, by phone or standing six feet away from believing
neighbors next door—If you are with family and loved, ones, friends,
near strangers or even “angels unawares,” maybe just stop listening
to me and divide up the Scripture passage I am about to read and
read it aloud to each other.
 Let the kids read some. Let the old folks read some. You don’t need
my voice to worship God for the resurrection any more than those
folks in Stephen’s day had to do it in that special building. Then sing
a song (or read a Psalm if you can’t sing) and pray prayers of worship
and thanksgiving for our LIVING Savior!
 If you are alone, I am sad. However, I am praying for you that God
would strengthen beyond anything I can know or ask your realization
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that you truly are never alone, as you worship Him today. Or, you
could call a friend and join with them in this worship.
I’m not suggesting all of our worship has somehow been flawed
every Sunday or that we can’t ever really worship God in a building
at 10:30 AM. I’m not even suggesting we can’t worship well today all
gathered digitally on a computer screen. We can!
What I am saying is we have this true opportunity—a real one,
nothing artificial, an opportunity that is unique in my lifetime for
sure—to pause and to think about worship differently today on this
special day for people to “go to church”--“normally.”
Let’s use it well! I pray the Holy Spirit in us—given to us by the
resurrected LIVING Christ—will guide our worship today in all its
places, forms, foibles and discomforts that arise from not being used
to doing it this way. I pray he will lead and help us worship His way
today, next Sunday and all the weeks that follow.
May we not be like the patriarch Jacob who, in his rush to get things
done for God in his own power, was always just a little behind and
having to look back at the opportunities he had missed for worship
and communion with his God! Stubbornly making things happen
himself, he missed God’s own presence & opportunities to worship.
Jacob the “do-fix-and control” champion of the Old Testament woke
up at Bethel and realized he had missed God. He said, “Surely the
LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it!”
I feel called to slow down and see the LORD is here, just maybe not
in the ways we are used to and more comfortable with.
The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed!
Reading a long selection from John’s Gospel: John chapters 13-20
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(The link to a song will also be found at the end of the Scripture if you listen to us read and you
want to hear it there. I do suggest you listen to the song after reading or listening to the Scripture.
NOTE: The video accompanying the song has a short scene of Christ on the cross beaten and
bleeding. Please use your wisdom with children watching this truth.)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQA91k7YWQg)

John’s Gospel
13It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave

this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed
them the full extent of his love.
2 The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son
of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and
that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin
and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”
8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”
9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”
10 Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body
is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray
him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.
12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place.
“Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and
‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should
do as I have done for you. 16 I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a
messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be
blessed if you do them.
18 “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill the scripture:

‘He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.’
19 “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that
I am He. 20 I tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts
me accepts the one who sent me.”
21 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “I tell you the truth, one of
you is going to betray me.”
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disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. 23 One of
them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 24 Simon Peter motioned to this
disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.”
25 Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?”
26 Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it
in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. 27 As soon
as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.
“What you are about to do, do quickly,” Jesus told him, 28 but no one at the meal understood
why Jesus said this to him. 29 Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling
him to buy what was needed for the Feast, or to give something to the poor. 30 As soon as Judas
had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.
31 When

he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him.
God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.
33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told
the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one
another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
36 Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?”
Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.”
37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”
38 Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before
the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!
32 If

14“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father’s house

are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for
you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that
you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”
5 Thomas

said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the

way?”
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. 7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do
know him and have seen him.”
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10
Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are
not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when
I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the
miracles themselves. 12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been
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doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will
do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask
me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
15 “If

you love me, you will obey what I command. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give
you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will
be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not
see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will
realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands
and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I
too will love him and show myself to him.”
22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us
and not to the world?”
23 Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and
we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 He who does not love me will not obey my
teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have
said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you
would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now
before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. 30 I will not speak with you much
longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, 31 but the world must learn
that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me.
“Come now; let us leave.

15“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that

bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I
will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you
bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.
7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given
you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you obey my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain
in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
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command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this,
that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no
longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have
called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.
Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command: Love each
other.
18 “If

the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world,
it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out
of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant
is greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed
my teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my name, for
they do not know the One who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not
be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin. 23 He who hates me hates my
Father as well. 24 If I had not done among them what no one else did, they would not be guilty of
sin. But now they have seen these miracles, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. 25
But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’
26 “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth
who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you have
been with me from the beginning.

16“All this I have told you so that you will not go astray. 2 They will put you out of the

synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service
to God. 3 They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. 4 I have told
you this, so that when the time comes you will remember that I warned you. I did not tell you
this at first because I was with you.
5 “Now

I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6
Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. 7 But I tell you the truth: It is for your
good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will
send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and
righteousness and judgment: 9 in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; 10 in regard to
righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and in regard
to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.
12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit
of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only
what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will bring glory to me by taking from
what is mine and making it known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I
said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.
16 “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me.”
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of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by saying, ‘In a little while
you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going
to the Father’?” 18 They kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand
what he is saying.”
19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you asking one
another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little
while you will see me’? 20 I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices.
You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child has pain because
her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a
child is born into the world. 22 So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and
you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 23 In that day you will no longer ask me
anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 24 Until now
you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be
complete.
25 “Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this
kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father. 26 In that day you will ask in my name.
I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. 27 No, the Father himself loves you
because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father
and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.”
29 Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of speech. 30
Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you
questions. This makes us believe that you came from God.”
31 “You believe at last!” Jesus answered. 32 “But a time is coming, and has come, when you
will be scattered, each to his own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my
Father is with me.
33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

17After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:
“Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted
him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3
Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you
have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5 And
now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.
6 “I

have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you
gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have
given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them.
They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for
them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I
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have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain
in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect
them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are
one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me.
None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.
13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they
may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world
has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is
not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are
not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you
sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they
too may be truly sanctified.
20 “My

prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message,
all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 23 I in them and you in me. May they be
brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as
you have loved me.
24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory,
the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.
25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that
you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in
order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
21 that

18When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley.
On the other side there was an olive grove, and he and his disciples went into it.
2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his
disciples. 3 So Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from
the chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.
4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it
you want?”
5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.
“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said,
“I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.
7 Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?”
And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
8 “I told you that I am he,” Jesus answered. “If you are looking for me, then let these men go.”
9 This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those
you gave me.”
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10 Then

Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting
off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)
11 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has
given me?”
12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus.

They bound him 13 and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the
high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it would be good if
one man died for the people.
15 Simon

Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to
the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, 16 but Peter had to wait
outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to
the girl on duty there and brought Peter in.
17 “You are not one of his disciples, are you?” the girl at the door asked Peter.
He replied, “I am not.”
18 It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm.
Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.
19 Meanwhile,

the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.
have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues or at the
temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. 21 Why question me? Ask those
who heard me. Surely they know what I said.”
22 When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby struck him in the face. “Is this the way you
answer the high priest?” he demanded.
23 “If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the
truth, why did you strike me?” 24 Then Annas sent him, still bound, to Caiaphas the high priest.
20 “I

25 As

Simon Peter stood warming himself, he was asked, “You are not one of his disciples, are

you?”
He denied it, saying, “I am not.”
26 One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off,
challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the olive grove?” 27 Again Peter denied it, and at
that moment a rooster began to crow.
28 Then

the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was
early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they
wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges
are you bringing against this man?”
30 “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.”
31 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.”
“But we have no right to execute anyone,” the Jews objected. 32 This happened so that the
words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death he was going to die would be fulfilled.
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33 Pilate

then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king
of the Jews?”
34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”
35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you
over to me. What is it you have done?”
36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent
my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.”
37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate.
Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and
for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”
38 “What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, “I find no
basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at
the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”
40 They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in a
rebellion.

19Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of

thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again and
again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they struck him in the face.
4 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let
you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 5 When Jesus came out wearing the crown
of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!”
6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!”
But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge
against him.”
7 The Jews insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he
claimed to be the Son of God.”
8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9 and he went back inside the palace.
“Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 “Do you refuse to
speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?”
11 Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.
Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”
12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, “If you let this man
go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.”
13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place
known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It was the day of Preparation of
Passover Week, about the sixth hour.
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews.
15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”
“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked.
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“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered.
16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the
Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 Here they crucified him, and with him two others—
one on each side and Jesus in the middle.
19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF
THE JEWS. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the
city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews
protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of
the Jews.”
22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one
for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one
piece from top to bottom.
24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said,
“They divided my garments among them
and cast lots for my clothing.”
So this is what the soldiers did.
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and
Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing
nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is
your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.
28

Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled,
Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the
sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had received the
drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because
the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have
the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of
the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when they
came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of
the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 The
man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth,
and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so that the scripture would
be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and, as another scripture says, “They will
look on the one they have pierced.”
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38 Later,

Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of
Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the
body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night.
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking Jesus’
body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with
Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the
garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because it was the Jewish day of
Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

20Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out
of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of
linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went
into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the burial cloth that had been
around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did
not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)
10 Then

the disciples went back to their homes, 11 but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As
she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’
body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14
At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.
15 “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you
have put him, and I will get him.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to
my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.’ ”
18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told
them that he had said these things to her.
19 On

the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the
doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
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you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when
they saw the Lord.
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And
with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins,
they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24 Now

Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the
nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my
side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed.”
30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
(NOTE: This video has a short scene of Christ on the cross beaten and bleeding. Please use your
wisdom with children watching)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQA91k7YWQg
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