


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN 
THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL 

2003 …….…. Rated PG-13 for action/adventure violence. ….… Runtime: 143 min 
 

TRIVIA 
The final cannon shot during the Black Pearl's siege of the town, billows into a Mickey Mouse head 
shape against the night sky. 
 

The Jolly Roger that the Black Pearl flies is a skull and crossed swords, which had originally been 
flown by historical pirate John "Calico Jack" Rackham who is most famous for having the two most 
famous female pirates of the Caribbean in his crew, Mary Read and Anne Bonney. *This is a 
common mistake. John Rackham's flag was actually a chipped skull with two swords, not the 
infamous Jolly Roger, which no known pirate ever actually sailed under. 
 

In the cave at Isla de Muerte, one of Barbossa’s pirates can be seen with what appears to be a 
smoking beard. According to the legends of Blackbeard (a famous pirate) he used to attach slow 
burning fuses to his beard before a raid. 
 

The substance sprayed on William Turner after the sword fight between him and Captain Jack 
Sparrow is actually powdered chocolate. 
 

The East Indian Trading Company really did brand pirates with a "P" but it was put on their 
foreheads instead of their arms. 
 

According to the screenwriters' commentary on the DVD, Will Turner is the best swordsman in the 
film, Barbossa and Commodore Norrington are evenly matched, and Jack Sparrow is actually the 
worst. 
 

The tattoo that Orlando Bloom got on his right wrist during "The Lord of the Rings" is covered 
throughout most of the film. It's visible during the swordfight in the blacksmith shop when Will 
raises his sword to parry after Jack's "You're not a eunuch, are you?" and again below decks on 
the Interceptor where Elizabeth reveals she took the medallion and Will realizes it was his blood 
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Johnny Depp ….... Jack Sparrow Geoffrey Rush .…... Barbossa 

Orlando Bloom ..... Will Turner Keira Knightley .….. Elizabeth Swann 
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Angus Barnett …... Mullroy David Bailie .…...…. Cotton 

Michael Berry Jr. ... Twigg Isaac C. Singleton Jr. ... Bo'sun 



the pirates need to lift the curse - you can see it just as he reaches to touch the medallion on her 
chest. 
 

PIRATES 
The worst and perhaps cruelest pirate of them all was Captain Edward Teach or Thatch, better 
known as "Blackbeard." Born in Britain before 1690, he first served on a British privateer based in 
Jamaica. Privateers were privately owned, armed ships hired by the British government to attack 
and plunder French and Spanish ships during the war.  
 

After the war, Blackbeard simply continued the job. He soon became captain of one of the ships 
he had stolen, Queen Anne's Revenge, and set up base in North Carolina, then a British colony, 
from where he preyed on ships traveling the American coast. 
 

Sadly, buried treasures—and the ubiquitous treasure maps—are also largely a myth. "Pirates took 
their loot to notorious pirate hang-outs in Port Royal and Tortuga," said Convertito. "Pirates didn't 
bury their money. They blew it as soon they could on women and booze." 
 

AZTEC GOLD 
The Aztec Emperor, Moctezuma, saw Cortés' arrival as the fulfillment of this prophecy and 
welcomed the party warmly, presenting the Spaniards with lavish gifts.  
 

After courteous initial meetings with Moctezuma, relations between the Spaniards and the Aztecs 
deteriorated rapidly. Perhaps fearing that his company would become the next human sacrifices at 
the Aztec temple, Cortés seized Moctezuma and made him a prisoner. This stunned the Aztecs 
into submission and the Aztecs began collecting treasure as ransom.  
 

Finally, Montezuma was killed by his own people according to the Spaniards. Cortes and his men 
looted the country, then settled the country, tore down its sacrificial altars, replacing the Aztec 
ritual with Christianity, and brought European government to the New World.  
 

The amount of gold, silver, and other resources taken out of Mexico is incalculable. A nation 
vanished.  
 

HUMAN SACRIFICES 
Human sacrifices were common in the Aztec world and are looked upon as a practice of those 
who worship false gods. Blood sacrifices are common in Jewish history; Abraham was told by God 
to perform a human sacrifice (his son) and he did not view it like the Christians of Cortez’s time. 
The God/human sacrifice of Jesus is the most important element in the Gospel for our redemption.  
How are we different than the Aztecs when we talk about God sacrificing His Son for our 
redemption? 
 

We know that it had to be the blood of a specific man, in the lineage of David, to affect a release of 
the curse of eternal damnation brought on by the actions of Adam and Eve. In the movie, only the 
blood of the son of Bill Turner was sufficient to bring about redemption for the actions of the cursed 
pirates. How is this part of the Hollywood story different than the true story of Jesus’ blood to 
release us from our curse of being immortally separated from God? 
 
Resources to find out more about Pirates, Aztec gold, Human sacrifice, Christianity 
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2003/07/0711_030711_piratescarribean.html 
http://www.ucalgary.ca/applied_history/tutor/eurvoya/aztec.html 
http://tntn.essortment.com/conquistadores_rzpq.htm 
EveryStudent.com 



Colloquium Starters 
 

Some fans have called Pirates of the Caribbean the best adventure 
movie of all time. Do you agree? If so, what factors put it in that 
category: romance, comedy, adventure, action, suspense, horror, 
sword-fighting, chases, supernatural events, skeletons, treasure, 
cannons, guns, pirate ships, terrific actors, incredible special 
effects, exciting soundtrack, outstanding storytelling?  
 
Which character in the movie do you identify with most and why? 
 

Captain Jack Sparrow, Captain Barbossa, Will Turner, 
Elizabeth Swann, Commodore Norrington, Governor 
Weatherby Swann, one of the pirates or soldiers? 
 

What themes were meaningful to you in this movie? 
 

♦ Living out the “pirate dream” of adventure? 
♦ The willingness to sacrifice for love? 
♦ Rising above your position or circumstances in life to achieve your 

dreams? 
♦ Breaking free from other’s expectations for your life? 
♦ Restoring life by repaying a debt.  

 

Fellowship Bible Church ● 5580 N. Nevada Avenue ● movie@fbccs.org 

 

Join us next month 
Friday, October 14th at 7:00pm 

 
The SPITFIRE GRILL 


