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“It was only a matter of time before someone put me on a 
box… but I wasn’t expecting it to be the first shot!” 
Charlie Martin Smith commenting on attempts to raise his 
height while acting opposite tall Lou Gossett Jr. 
 

“I thought, whoa, maybe I’ve missed some revisions!” 
Peter Lalonde commenting after seeing a dog on set and wondering if he had missed some new 
script pages and scenes. (The dog only happened to be out for a walk through the conservation area 
with its owner.) 
 

“I’m going to stand behind the police officer.” 
“And I’m going to stand behind you, standing behind the police officer!” 
Producers Nicholas Tabarrok and André van Heerden explaining where they’re going to stand for 
protection during the big explosive stunt. 
 

“I think I may not watch and just pray for a very large boom.” 
A Special Effects Coordinator hoping that take two on the stunt goes off without a hitch. 
 

“Somehow I just knew you’d be here.” 
Sue Rogers (behind the scenes producer) joking with Paul Lalonde about his penchant for never 
missing a big explosion. 
 

“All night long all I heard was how he wanted to be the stunt man driving the exploding SUV.” 
Executive Producer Paul Lalonde commenting on how excited his son was about the previous day ’s 
impressive stunt. 
 

“It’s like they’re throwing gasoline on a fire.” 
Producer André van Heerden stating the obvious while watching a special effects crew literally throw 
gasoline on a burning vehicle to increase the size of the flames. 
 

“It’s no problem… except you’d rip up all the squibs and cables.” 
“So… that’d be a yes?” 
Gun Wrangler Charles Taylor explaining whether it would be a problem to race snow-mobiles over 
buried squibs (miniature special effects designed to look like bullet hits) and Producer André van 
Heerden making sure of the answer. 
 

“What’s it going to cost to do this in twenty minutes?” 
“Safety and life.” 
“I see… can I ask whose?” 
Desperate Producers and Executive producers discussing what could be done to speed along a big 
special effect. (YES, the last comment was a joke.) 
 

“I think he’d be dead sir.” 
Director Craig Baxley telling the special effects coordinator that he dropped far too much dust in a 
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shot – to simulate bombs falling outside his apartment. 
 

“Chloe is my wife… yeah, that’s right, CHLOE is my wife, and BRUCE is my friend.” 
Kirk Cameron getting his lines a little mixed up during rehearsal. 
 

“Just once I’d like to see Hattie in the summertime in sandals!” 
Chelsea Noble noting how high and dangerous (and NOT warm) Hattie’s high heels always seem to 
be. 
 

"I feel like I should be leaving or something!" 
Arnold Pinnock (Bruce Barnes) joking about feeling like a fifth wheel as the brides and grooms kiss 
leaving him looking on. 
 

"Hello Global Community? Turn off the fire trucks." 
Gordon Currie (Nicolae Carpathia) pretending to call 
his world government to stop the sirens that ruined the 
sound of a particular take. 
 

"I don't want to act with Satan any more! Bring 
back the pretty girl." 
Arnold Pinnock after being spooked by Nicolae 
Carpathia and wanting Chloe to come back. 
 

"Yeah, our shelter doubles for a crew hostel. It's cheap and it means everyone's here on time." 
Producer André van Heerden joking about doubling the dirty set as lodging for the crew. 
 

"That's not a good sound." 
Executive Producer Peter Lalonde commenting after hearing an "Ow!" while the set was being 
prepped with flames. 
 

"Hey Kirk! You've all grown up!" 
Lou Gossett Jr. on first meeting Kirk Cameron. 
 

"Maybe his hair is smoking?" 
Script Supervisor Donna Croce joking with the director about what sort of look an actor should have 
after running through fire. 
 

"We need to talk... And they need to clean that thing." 
Kirk Cameron (Buck Williams) ad-libbing the second line after having a whack of dust and grime fall on 
him after opening the freight elevator door. 
 

"Well, it's punctuated at least." 
Lou Gossett Jr. joking with Producer/Writer André van Heerden about what he told the press about the 
script. 
 

For more information on the movie:  http://www.leftbehind-worldatwar.com 
 
 

Overview of End Times Prophecy 
 

This movie is based on the Left Behind books written by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins.  The books 
and movies are fictional stories based on interpretations of Bible prophecies on what the “end times” 
might look like.  The Bible is filled with prophecy.  The Bible predicted Jesus the Messiah’s first coming 
to earth and has many predictions regarding His second coming where He returns as a reigning King. 
Considering the fact that 61 major prophecies were fulfilled in Jesus’ first coming (the probability that 8 
of those prophecies would be fulfilled by any one man is 1 in 1017)1, we can trust the Bible to be a 
reliable source about the future.  The difficulty is that there are many beliefs on how to interpret these 
Bible prophecies.  Observe how the views on the end times have changed throughout history: 
 
Historical Perspective on Christian Beliefs of the End Times2 
 

▬Most Christians in the first century believed that the world was going to end in their lifetime.  As 
the church became established and persecution decreased, the thinking shifted to a future kingdom of 
God on earth (known as the millennium). 
 

▬ In the second century, Iranaeus, the bishop of Lyons, taught that there would be a literal 
Antichrist who would rule the earth for three and a half years, followed by the return of Christ and a 
literal millennium on earth that would resemble the perfect conditions in the Garden of Eden.  After 
that would come eternity.  His view later became known as premillennialism. 
 

▬ Origen, a theologian in the third century, disagreed with the idea that the millennium would be a 
1000-year paradise on earth.  Instead of interpreting the Scriptures literally in these matters of 
prophecy, he chose to take an allegorical approach. 
 

"This is a story that needs 
to be told. Not much is 
going to get me to come to 
Canada in the winter but 
this story is important."  

—Lou Gossett Jr. 



▬ In the fourth century, St. Augustine, the bishop of Hippo, taught that Christ had established the 
millennium at His first coming.  He said, “The church now on earth is both the kingdom of Christ and the 
kingdom of heaven.”  His view later became know as amillennialism. 
 

▬ During the Middle Ages (around 1100 to 1500) people became preoccupied with the end times.  
The rise of Islam in the Middle East, the Black Plaque in Europe, and the changing political climate 
caused many to think that the Antichrist was about to emerge and the end of the world would arrive 
soon. 
 

▬ In the sixteenth century the great Reformer Martin Luther believed he was living in the last days.  
Like most of the Reformers, he believed that the millennium either had already happened, or that it was 
spiritual in nature. 
 

▬ In the seventeenth century the English Puritans (the same ones who came to America in search of 
religious freedom in 1620) went back to the view that there would be a future literal millennium. 
 

▬ Jonathan Edwards, the famous eighteenth century American preacher, believed and taught that the 
various religious revivals, such as the Great Awakening in the 1740s, would bring about the millennium, 
after which Christ would return.  This view was known as postmillennialism. 
 

▬ In the nineteeth century, an Irishman by the name of John Darby came up with the idea of 
dispensationalism, which teaches that God has dealt with humankind through a series of ages or 
“dispensations.”  In dispensationalism, the first coming of Jesus until now is called the “Church Age” 
which is to be followed by the end times.  Darby broke not only from previous millenarian teaching but 
from all of church history by asserting that Christ’s second coming would occur in two stages. The first, 
an invisible “secret rapture” of true believers, could happen at any moment, ending the great 
“parenthesis” or church age.  Then literal fulfillment would resume OT prophecy concerning Israel, which 
had been suspended, and fulfillment of prophecy in Revelation would begin the great tribulation.  
Christ’s return would be completed when He established a literal thousand-year kingdom of God on 
earth. 
 

▬ In the twentieth century, dispensationalism was further popularized by several books:  The Scofield 
Reference Bible, first published in 1909; The Late Great Planet Earth, written by Hal Lindsey and 
published in 1970; and The Ryrie Study Bible, first published in 1978.  John F. Walvoord was the 
president of Dallas Theological Seminary starting in 1953, and under his guidance Dallas Seminary 
achieved widespread recognition for its evangelical, dispensational, and premillennial emphases.  Also, 
two world wars and the rise of nuclear weapons in this century fueled the belief that we are in the end 
times. 
 
Israel and the Church 
A person’s beliefs about Israel of the Old 
Testament and the Christian Church of 
today also affects their views of prophecy. 
 

▬ Some people believe that God has 
“divorced” Israel because of her sin and 
the church has replaced Israel as God’s 
chosen people.  A verse from the Bible 
that is used to support this view is 
Jeremiah 3:8.  This belief is predominant 
in the pre-tribulation rapture theory, 
because it is believed that God will first 
rapture the church and then turn His 
attention back to Israel during the 
tribulation period, believed to be the same 
as the time of Jacob’s distress predicted 
in Jeremiah 30:7.  Therefore, the 
prophecies concerning Israel would not 
apply to the church. 
 

▬ Some people believe that God did not 
reject His people (Isaiah 54:6-7, Romans 
11:1) and that the church is “grafted” into 
the olive tree of Israel (Romans 11, 
especially verse 17), and thus become a 
part of Israel, the chosen people of God.   
Therefore, the prophecies concerning 
Israel foretell what will happen to the 
Christian church. 
 

Schools of Interpretation3 
 

Revelation, the last book of the Bible, has a lot to say about 
upcoming events.  By looking at the four main schools of 
thought on how to interpret it, we will further understand the 
reasons there is so many different beliefs about the future. 
 

▬ Preterists/Preterism understand the book of Revela-
tion almost exclusively in terms of the first century.  They 
believe John is talking about the Roman Empire and the 
early Church, and that almost all of the events in the books 
were fulfilled either at the fall of Jerusalem (70 AD) or the 
fall of Rome (476 AD).   
 

▬ Historicists take the book as a forecast of the course of 
history up to their own time.  Historicists have varied widely 
in the people and events they have identified with each of 
John’s visions, and they have tended to assume that their 
own time is the last. 
 

▬ Futurists think that from chapter 4 on, Revelation is 
about what will happen at the end of the world—the events 
that will usher in the Second Coming of Christ and the final 
victory of God over the forces of evil.  A strict futurist would 
say that Revelation has nothing to do with what will happen 
until the last few years before the Second Coming. 
 

▬ Idealists believe that Revelation is not talking about 
specific events at all, whether past, present, or future.  
Rather, it portrays poetic pictures of timeless ideas and 
principles, such as the triumph of good over evil and how 
God acts in history. 



▬ Some people believe that the Church is 
the 10 lost tribes of Israel (and therefore 
also under the partial hardening of Romans 
11:25), and that in the end times, they will 
recognize their heritage.  They also believe 
that at the same time the 2 tribes of Judah 
(present-day Jewish people) will recognize 
Jesus as their Messiah and all 12 tribes will 
reunite and return to the Land of Israel.  
(Romans 11:26, Jeremiah 16:14&15, 
Jeremiah 50:4&5)  Therefore, the Bible (as 
well as all of history) is considered to be 
the entire account of God’s chosen people 
and their savior, Jesus the Messiah, and 
the end times is the wrapping up of this 
history. 
 
The Great Tribulation4 
The Great Tribulation is the term used to 
describe a worldwide, unprecedented time 
of trouble that is believed to usher in Jesus’ 
return to earth in great glory (Matthew 
24:21, Revelation 2:22, Revelation 7:14).  
The length of the tribulation period is under 
debate.  Dispensationalist split the 70 
weeks of Daniel 9:24 and believe the 70th 
week is yet to come.  Because of this, they 
believe the tribulation will be 7 years long.  
Others believe the Tribulation coincides 
with the persecution of God’s people, so 
has been going on for thousands of years.  
Others believe the 70 weeks of Daniel 
occurred in succession, and that the last 
chapter of Daniel puts the tribulation period 
at 3½ years (Daniel 12:7, 11 and 12). 
 
The Second Coming of Christ 
The Second Coming of Christ is the doctrine that Jesus Christ, who left earth and ascended to the 
Father, will one day return again to earth and establish the kingdom of God.  The timing of it is usually 
connected to one’s belief about The Great Tribulation as well as the Millennial Kingdom.  (See 
amillennialism, postmillennialism, and premillennialism described earlier).  Jesus taught about His 
second coming in Matthew 24 and 25.  In Matthew 24:42, Jesus taught that we would not know which 
day He is coming, but in the same verse, as well as in verse 44, He tells us to be on the alert, or ready 
for it. 
 
How Can I Be Ready? 
Revelation 19:10 teaches that the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.  In other words, if we 
are studying prophecy and are not learning more about Jesus, we are missing the main reason God 
gave us prophecy:  to teach us about Jesus.  The best way to be ready for Jesus’ second coming is to 

know Him as your personal savior and Lord (John 17:3). 
 

Matthew 24:45-51 is a parable about the wise servant who 
is doing his master’s will when his master returns.  If Jesus 
is our Lord, another way to be prepared is to be using your 
life to serve Him.  And what about this mishmash of 
prophecy?  John 16:13 teaches that the Holy Spirit will 
guide us into all the truth and disclose to us what is to 
come.  Pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to teach you 
about the future as you study His Word, the Bible, further. 
 

Footnotes: 
1. Josh McDowell, Evidence that Demands A Verdict (Here’s Life Publishers, Inc., 1979) 
2. Bruce Bickel and Stan Jantz, Bruce & Stan’s Guide to the End of the World  (Harvest House Publishers, 1999).   
Some added information on John Darby is from the Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, Walter A. Elwell, Editor 
(Baker Book House, 1984).  Information on John F. Walvoord is from Christianity Today, February 2003. 
3. LifeChange Series, A NavPress Bible study on the book of Revelation (NavPress, 1989) 
4. Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, Walter A. Elwell, Editor (Baker Book House, 1984) 

 
And this is eternal life, that 
they may know Thee, the 
only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom Thou hast 

sent.      
  —John 17:3 

How to Become A Christian 
 

Many people believe they are Christians 
because they were born into a religious home, 
go to church regularly, try to do their best, or 
live a good life.  However, the Bible teaches 
that these things cannot make you a Christian. 
You become a Christian by: 
 

1. Realizing that you (along with all people) 
have sinned and fallen short of God’s 
standards (Romans 3:23). 
 

2. Personally believing that Jesus Christ, who 
was God in human flesh, died for your sins on 
the cross and rose again (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). 

Further study for seekers: 
▪People Who Met Jesus by Rebecca Manley Pippert 
(InterVarsity, 2004) 
▪The Case for Christ: A Journalist's Personal Investigation 
of the Evidence for Jesus by Lee Strobel (Zondervan, 
1998) 
 

Further study for new Christians: 
▪Growing in Christ (NavPress, 1957) 
▪Growing Strong in God's Family (NavPress, 1999) 
▪The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren (Zondervan, 
2002) 

For it is by grace you have been saved 
by faith… 

it is the gift of God… 
not by works, so that no one can boast.  

—Ephesians 2:8-9 



Dialogue Starters 
 

1. What feelings did this movie bring up in you?  Why do you think it brought up 
these feelings? 

 
2. Which character in the movie do you most identify with and why?  Who would 

you rather be like in the film? 
 

3. Is it possible that the world we know has a story with a beginning, a middle, and 
an end?  That is, will all things continue as they have always been or is it 
possible that history will have a conclusion like these movies suggest?  Are you 
living life as if it is a story with no end?  If what this movie portrays is possible, 
where does my life fit in this story about what God has done and will do 
someday in history? 

 
4. The prevailing modern view of the world is that things will continue to improve 

for mankind as science and technology advances and we are able to solve all of 
our problems like crime, war, poverty and sickness.  The Bible paints a very 
different picture as illustrated by this movie:  that man is sinful by nature, his 
only hope is found in the person of Jesus Christ, and evil will continue to grow 
and reach its fullness in the Antichrist and a final confrontation between good 
and evil.  Which future seems more plausible based on your experience and the 
world events during your life? 

 
5. With all the natural disasters occurring recently, has that prompted you to think 

more about the end times?  What feeling does that bring up in you—fear, 
excitement, concern or something else?  Do you think you are ready for the “end 
of the world”, or much less, a natural disaster in your area? 

 
6. The Bible makes it clear that we are given prophecies not so we can come up 

with a perfect chronology of the future events, but rather to help us ask, “If this 
is what the future will be, how should I live now?”  The Bible is focused on the 
hope of God's ultimate reconciliation of the world and living out that ultimate 
future by modeling it in our lives and in the church today.  How should knowing 
this information about the future shape my life now? 

 
7. What did you think of Buck’s sacrifice of being away from his sick and dying 

wife and best friend to share the good news of Jesus Christ with the President?  
Do you think he should have been with his wife?  Why or why not? 

 
8. When Buck threw his phone, it “accidentally” dialed the President’s phone 

number.  Do you see ways in your own life that God is working to get your 
attention? 

 
9. It took World War III and the world falling down around him for God to get the 

President’s attention.  Do you know people like this?  What about yourself, how 
much does it take to get your attention? 

 
10. What do you think of the President’s decision to accept eternal life near the end 

of the movie?  Do you need to make a similar decision?  What is keeping you 
from making this decision, if anything? 
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